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Federal Maritime Commission § 502.404

in the waterborne commerce of the
United States. This definition is lim-
ited to those disputes which fall within
the jurisdiction of the Federal Mari-
time Commission.

(b) Shipping statutes means the Ship-
ping Act of 1984, 46 U.S.C. app. 1701–
1720; Shipping Act, 1916, 46 U.S.C. app.
801 et seq.; Merchant Marine Act, 1936,
46 U.S.C. app. 1101 et seq.; Merchant
Marine Act, 1920, 46 U.S.C. app. 861 et
seq., the Intercoastal Shipping Act,
1933, 46 U.S.C. app. 843 et seq.; and
amendments of and Acts relating to
the foregoing, to the extent of the Fed-
eral Maritime Commission’s jurisdic-
tion under such Acts.

(c) Advisory opinions means non-bind-
ing conclusions reached by a concilia-
tor on the basis of oral presentation
and/or documentary authority.

(d) Domestic offshore commerce means
waterborne common carriage between:

(1) The Continental United States
and Alaska or Hawaii;

(2) Alaska and Hawaii;
(3) The United States or the District

of Columbia and any territory, com-
monwealth, possession or district (ex-
cluding the District of Columbia);

(4) Any territory, commonwealth,
possession or district (excluding the
District of Columbia) and any other
such territory, commonwealth, posses-
sion or district; and

(5) Places in the same district, terri-
tory, commonwealth or possession (ex-
cluding the District of Columbia); and
which are not solely engaged in trans-
portation subject to the jurisdiction of
the Interstate Commerce Commission
under 49 U.S.C. chapter 105.

(e) Foreign commerce means water-
borne common carriage between the
United States or any of its territories,
commonwealths, districts or posses-
sions, and a foreign country. [Rule 401.]

§ 502.402 Policy.

It is the policy of the Federal Mari-
time Commission:

(a) To offer its good offices and ex-
pertise to parties to disputes involving
matters within its jurisdiction, so as to
permit resolution of such disputes with
dispatch and without the necessity of
costly and time-consuming formal pro-
ceedings;

(b) To facilitate and promote the res-
olution of problems and disputes by en-
couraging affected parties to resolve
differences through their own re-
sources;

(c) To create a forum in which griev-
ances, interpretations, problems, and
questions involving the waterborne
commerce of the United States may be
aired, discussed and, hopefully, re-
solved to the mutual advantage of all
concerned parties. [Rule 402.]

§ 502.403 Persons eligible for service.
Request for conciliation service may

be made by any shipper, shippers’ asso-
ciation, merchant, carrier, conference
of carriers, freight forwarder, marine
terminal operator, Government agen-
cy, or any other person affected by or
involved in the transportation of goods
by common carrier in the waterborne
domestic offshore or foreign commerce
of the United States. [Rule 403.]

§ 502.404 Procedure and fee.
(a) The request for conciliation

should be addressed to the Federal
Maritime Commission Conciliation
Service, Washington, DC 20573, and
should contain the details of the dis-
pute, names and addresses of all in-
volved parties, the contentions of each
party or parties, and copies of any doc-
uments that are relevant to the dis-
position of the issues. If the request is
made by any one party to the dispute,
the party requesting conciliation
should mail or deliver to the other
party or parties to the dispute a copy
of the letter of request, with attach-
ments, if any. The request shall be ac-
companied by remittance of a $69 serv-
ice fee.

(b) Each matter will be assigned a
number prefixed by the letters FMCCS
and assigned to a conciliator for dis-
position and the involved parties will
be informed of the case number and the
name of the conciliator.

(c) While it is preferable that all par-
ties involved in a dispute request a
service jointly, a request by a single
party for the service will be acted
upon, provided all parties agree that
the dispute should be conciliated. In
the event that the request is made by
only one party, the conciliator will
contact the other party or parties to
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